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April 28, 2020 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
It has been a little while since I last communicated with you during this pandemic, so I thought I would communicate with 
you once again. First of all, I would like to wish all of you God’s abundant blessings as we celebrate the Easter Season. 
Jesus truly is risen!! 
 
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, in his “Urbi Et Orbi” (To the City [Rome] and to the World) yearly Easter message says 
the following, excerpted from the entire message:  
 

Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter! Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the 
world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly risen!”  
 
Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night of a world already faced with 
epochal challenges and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. In 
this night, the Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!” (Easter Sequence). 

 
This is a different “contagion”, a message transmitted from heart to heart – for every human heart 
awaits this Good News. It is the contagion of hope: “Christ, my hope, is risen!” This is no magic 
formula that makes problems vanish. No, the resurrection of Christ is not that. Instead, it is the 
victory of love over the root of evil, a victory that does not “by-pass” suffering and death, but passes 
through them, opening a path in the abyss, transforming evil into good: this is the unique hallmark of 
the power of God. 

 
The Risen Lord is also the Crucified One, not someone else. In his glorious body he bears indelible 
wounds: wounds that have become windows of hope. Let us turn our gaze to him that he may heal 
the wounds of an afflicted humanity. 
 

URBI ET ORBI MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
EASTER 2020 - Saint Peter’s Basilica, Easter, 12 April 2020 

 
Pope Francis offers us a message of hope in the Risen Lord during this difficult, challenging, stressful and strange time 
of stay-at-home mandates around the world. Let us continue our prayers for the repose of the souls of all who have died 
from COVID-19, those sickened by it, all who must work through it, all those whose livelihood has been impacted by the 
shelter-in-place mandate and all those for whom this isolation is tremendously difficult.  
 
I would like to thank all of you who have been able to support our parish during our isolation. Words cannot express my 
gratitude for all who have signed up for GiveCentral at https://www.givecentral.org/location/314, our on-line vehicle for 
receiving your donations, as well as those who have sent in your envelopes through the mail and all of you who have 
offered your prayerful support in these difficult times. It is all greatly appreciated! 
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A few days ago, Governor Pritzker extended the mandatory stay-at-home order through the month of May. After that, our 
Vicar General, Bishop Ron Hicks stated the following: 
  

Governor JB Pritzker’s extension of the mandatory stay-at-home order through May 30, while difficult, 
is a necessary step in protecting the common good and wellbeing of all in Illinois.   

 
Yet, we share the aspirations of many that we will soon be able to gather for worship and parish life. 
As a result, Cardinal Cupich has asked our COVID-19 Task Force to begin the necessary work of 
creating a strategy for the eventual re-opening of our parishes, schools and agencies.  They will do so 
in coordination with civil authorities and health care experts to determine how we might safely and 
prudently re-open our churches to attend to the sacramental life of our parishioners in a gradual 
way.  We will continue to keep you informed and we ask for your patience.  
  
In the meantime, the guidelines issued thus far, remain in place, as do the protocols for ministering 
and serving one another and the people of God. 

 
Unfortunately, this means we must continue what began at the end of March. While this is difficult news for all of us to 
absorb, we will continue to do what we can at St. Theresa to keep our community connected as best we can while 
waiting for our Cardinal to let us know when things can slowly return to normal. 
 
While the buildings might be closed during the stay-at-home mandate, the church is definitely “open!” 
Allow me to catch you up on some of the news from St. Theresa Parish: 
 

 We will continue to provide live-stream servicing of daily Masses and other prayer opportunities as they 
are created to help keep you connected to the worship life of our parish. While we cannot offer the sacraments 
at this time, we hope that these liturgies continue to feed your spiritual life as best as possible under the 
circumstances. Please remember that the Holy Father has offered a special Plenary Indulgence during this 
pandemic for forgiveness of sins while away from the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Cardinal Cupich has 
stated that: 
  

1. The obligation to receive Holy Communion during the Easter season is removed this year due to the 
impossibility of attendance by the People of God at celebration of Holy Mass. 

2. That each of the faithful initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist is encouraged to offer an Act of Spiritual 
Communion [which we pray during each of live-streamed Masses] in union with the entire People of God in 
the Archdiocese and throughout the world in this time of stress and difficulty. 

3. That all of the faithful, in accord with the Tradition and Teaching of the Church, are urged to offer a perfect 
Act of Contrition, in complete dependence upon the mercy and love of God, in sorrow for all sins and with a 
firm resolve to confess all serious sin at the next available time. 
 

 St. Theresa School will continue to utilize eLearning technology throughout the remainder of the school year, to 
maintain the curricular standards of education and provide our students with what they need to finish out the 
academic year successfully. 

 Religious Education continued eLearning through the end of April and will continue with virtual opportunities 
and resources for the family throughout the summer.  Online registration for Religious Education 2020-2021 will 
be available soon.  There will also be an option for a virtual Vacation Bible School this summer. 
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 This pandemic has hit our poor and needy community particularly hard and has created more people in need 
who can use assistance with basic necessities. Our Society of St. Vincent de Paul and our Ministry of Care 
have continued to respond to requests for help as they occur. The parish voicemail system is being checked for 
messages several times a day. Please leave a message on our voicemail if you are in need of assistance, or 
you can send an email to svdppalatine@gmail.com. If you are doing your spring cleaning during our time of 
stay-at-home, please remember that SVDP is still accepting clothing at the drop box on the northeast end of the 
Dolan center parking lot. Finally, many of our neighbors are in need of food, and the local food pantries have 
seen demand significantly increase; if you can, please donate food or financial support to one of the local food 
pantries at either Partners for Our Communities, 1585 Rand Road; or Journeys the Road Home, 1140 E NW 
Hwy; or Palatine Township, 721 S Quentin Rd. The Knights of Columbus will continue their food collection when 
our churches are re-opened as well.  

 The Archdiocese of Chicago asked that all parishes apply for the Federal Government’s Payroll Protection 
Program (PPP) when funding for that became available. The PPP was designed to allow businesses to pay 
their employees during the stay-at-home mandates that are prevalent in most states during the COVID-19 
pandemic. So long as the funds are used to pay salaries, benefits and some utilities, the loan is forgivable to the 
borrower upon satisfying documentation requirements.  Fortunately, St. Theresa was able to qualify for and 
receive monies to keep our employees (both parish and school) whole during these challenging times. My 
thanks go to Tom Galvan, our parish Business Manager, and Bill Kubek, one of our Finance Council members in 
local banking for doing all the paperwork necessary to qualify for this forgivable loan. 

 “Green & Gold”, our yearly fundraising dinner and auction gala which was to occur on April 25th at the 
Stonegate Banquet Hall has been postponed. We will look to the fall to do some kind of modified Green & Gold 
fundraiser to help make up for the $150,000 in profit the gala has been raising the last several years. 

 Our Perpetual Adoration Chapel project has been on hold for several months while we have been engaged in 
some behind the scenes work that needed to be done before our architect for the project could begin his 
drawings. That work continues, though we hope to be able to move forward soon. To date close to $1.2 million 
has been raised for this purpose and as it is designated specifically for this project, we will move forward as 
soon as we can. I believe we will need this chapel now more than ever as people have been hungering even 
more for the Eucharist since the stay-at-home mandate went into effect. While the chapel is still several months 
away from completion, once it is done, it will be an oasis for people drawn to the Eucharist at any time of the day 
or night to encounter the Lord in prayer. I would ask for your continued prayers for its successful completion. 

 Before the pandemic hit, bids were received for concrete work to be done around the parish campus with 
monies generated from the “Building on Our Faith Together” campaign which addressed needs in our school, 
Dolan Center and Pauline Center a few years ago. We have decided to proceed with the concrete work now 
while the campus is closed because the funds are available for this specific purpose and the work addresses 
some life safety issues – such as replacement of crumbling stairs, railings and handicapped ramps.  

 We are continuing our journey with Renew My Church, moving into the Building the New Reality phase; we 
have been meeting virtually with our Parish Vitality Coordinator and the Archdiocesan Evangelization Team, 
establishing a baseline for our parish and working toward developing an evangelization team and an 
evangelization plan for St. Theresa. 

 We are currently working on opportunities to connect virtually and reach out to others during this time, which will 
include an online mini-course offered by Bishop Robert Barron through his “Word on Fire” website that 
will be made available through Flocknote. 
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 The parish website is getting a facelift to make it easier to get to the things that we are doing and can do now, 
and to stay connected. Please check it out at www.sttheresachurch.org and all the other vehicles of 
communication listed in this mailing that we offer to help us continue to be a community of faith to one another. 

 
I believe this information brings you up to speed on what is going on at St. Theresa Parish. Please know that all the 
men in the rectory – Fr. Matt, Fr. Tom, Fr. Michael, our seminarian Rob Ryan and I are praying for you and your 
needs and especially for an end to the scourge of COVID-19. We take our mission of prayer very seriously, and I 
believe there is rarely a few hours that go by during the day when someone here isn’t deep in prayer on your behalf. 
Please pray for us as well, that we will continue to do what we can to unite you to the Lord during these days of 
separation. 
 
May God bless you all. 
 

Love, 

 
Fr. Tim Fairman 

 

 


