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Introduction to Stations of the Cross
ALL STAND

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (Is 52:13-15)
See, my servant shall prosper,
he shall be raised high and greatly exalted.
Even as many were amazed at him –
so marred was his look 
beyond that of man,
and his appearance, beyond that of mortals –
So shall he startle many nations,
because of him kings shall stand speechless;
For those who have not been told shall see,
those who have not heart shall ponder it.

Introduction Prayer ““The Face of Christ, the Face of Man”
— Msgr. Giancarlo Maria Bregantini, Archbishop of Campobasso-Boiano for the Vatican

Opening Prayers

Gospel Reading from Matthew 26:36-39
Then Jesus came with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit 
here while I go over there and pray.” He took along Peter and the two sons of  Zebedee, and 
began to feel sorrow and distress. Then he said to them, “My soul is sorrowful even to death. 
Remain here and keep watch with me.” He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer, saying, 
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will.”

Reflection

Celebrant: Holy Spirit, open our hearts…
People: Amen.

VERSE 1



First Station:
Jesus is Condemned to Death

Gospel Reading from Mark 15:1-5, 8-14
As soon as morning came, the chief priests with the elders and the scribes, that is, the whole 
Sanhedrin, held a council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.

Pilate questioned him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He said to him in reply, “You say so.” 
The chief priests accused him of many things. Again Pilate questioned him, “Have you no 
answer? See how many things they accuse you of.” Jesus gave him no further answer, so that 
Pilate was amazed. The crowd came forward and began to ask him to do for them as he was 
accustomed.

Pilate answered, “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” For he knew that it 
was out of envy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the 
crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate again said to them in reply, “Then 
what do you want me to do with the man you call king of the Jews?” They shouted again, 
“Crucify him.” Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” They only shouted the 
louder, “Crucify him.”

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

VERSE 2



Second Station:
Jesus Takes up His Cross

Gospel Reading from John 19:14-17 
And Pilate said to the Jews, “Behold, your king!” But they cried out, “Away with him! Away with 
him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?” The chief priests answered, 
“We have no king but Caesar.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. And so they 
took Jesus and led him away, bearing the cross for himself. 

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

VERSE 3



Third Station:
Jesus Falls the First Time

Gospel Reading from John 15:18-20
If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before you. If you were of the world, the world 
would love what is its own. Because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I have spoken to you: No 
servant is greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will persecute you also. 

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

VERSE 4



Fourth Station:
Jesus Meets His Mother Mary

Gospel Reading from John 19:25-27
Now there were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary of 
Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus, therefore, saw his mother and the disciple 
standing by, whom he loved, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your Son.” Then he said 
to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. 

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

VERSE 5

Who, that sorrow contemplating,
On that passion meditating,
Would not share the Virgin’s grief?



Fifth Station:
The Cross is Laid on Simon of Cyrene

Gospel Reading from Luke 23:24-26
The verdict of Pilate was that their demand should be granted. So he released the man who had 
been imprisoned for rebellion and murder, for whom they asked, and he handed Jesus over to 
them to deal with as they wished. As they led him away they took hold of a certain Simon, a 
Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country; and after laying the cross on him, they made 
him carry it behind Jesus.

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

VERSE 6

Christ she saw, for our salvation,
Scourged with cruel acclamation,
Bruised and beaten by the rod. 



Sixth Station:
Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus

Gospel Reading from Matthew 25:37-40
When did we see you hungry and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you 
ill or in prison, and visit you? And the King will say to them in reply, “Amen I say to you, 
whatever you did for one of these least brethren of mine, you did for me.”

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

VERSE 7

Christ she saw, with life-blood failing,
All her anguish unavailing,
Saw him breathe his very last.



Seventh Station:
Jesus Falls the Second Time

Reading from Isaiah 53:4-6
It was our weaknesses that he carried, our sufferings that he endured, while we thought of him 
as stricken, as one struck by God and afflicted. But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for 
our sins; upon him was the punishment that makes us whole, by his stripes we were healed. We 
had all gone astray like sheep, each following his own way; but the Lord laid upon him the guilt 
of us all.

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

VERSE 8

Mary, fount of love’s devotion,
Let me share with true emotion
All the sorrow you endured.



Eighth Station:
Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem

Gospel Reading from Luke 23:27-29
A large crowd of people followed Jesus, including many women who mourned and lamented 
him. Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep instead 
for yourselves and for your children, for indeed, the days are coming when people will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed.’” 

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

VERSE 9

Virgin, ever interceding, 
Hear me in my fervent pleading:
Fire me with your love of Christ.



Ninth Station:
Jesus Falls a Third Time

Reading from Psalm 119:25-29
I lie prostrate in the dust; give me life according to your word. I declared my ways, and you 
answered me; teach me your statutes. Make me understand the way of your precepts, and I will 
meditate on your wondrous deeds. My soul weeps for sorrow; strengthen me according to your 
words. Remove from me the way of falsehood, and favor me with your law. 

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

VERSE 10

Mother, may this prayer be granted:
That Christ’s love may be implanted
In the depths of my poor soul.



Tenth Station:
Jesus is Stripped of His Garments

Gospel Reading from Matthew 27:33-36
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of the Skull) they gave 
Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall. But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink. After they 
had crucified him, they divided his garments by casting lots; then they sat down and kept watch 
over him there. 

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!



Eleventh Station:
Jesus is Nailed to the Cross

Reading from Psalm 22:2-3, 15-18
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me, far from my prayer, from the words of my cry? O 
my God, I cry out by day, and you answer not; by night, and there is no relief for me. I am like 
water poured out; all my bones are racked. My heart has become like wax melting away within 
my bosom. My throat is dried up like baked clay, my tongue cleaves to my jaws; to the dust of 
death you have brought me down. 

Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers closes in upon me; they have pierced my 
hands and my feet; I can count all my bones.

Reflection

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!



The Seven Last Words of Christ

ALL SIT

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”
-Luke 23:34

An excerpt from “The Confessions of St. Augustine,” by St. Augustine:

“Too late have I loved you, O Beauty so ancient, O Beauty so new.

Too late have I loved you! You were within me but I was outside myself, and there I sought you!

In my weakness I ran after the beauty of the things you have made. You were with me, and I was not 
with you.

The things you have made kept me from you – the things which would have no being unless they 
existed in you! You have called, you have cried, and you have pierced my deafness.

You have radiated forth, you have shined out brightly, and you have dispelled my blindness. You have 
sent forth your fragrance, and I have breathed it in, and I long for you. I have tasted you, and I hunger 
and thirst for you.

You have touched me, and I ardently desire your peace.”

God Is Forgiveness, Berthier



“Today you will be with me in Paradise.”
-Luke 23:43 

An excerpt from “Story of a Soul,” by St. Thérèse of Lisieux:

“I have always found that there is the same difference between the saints and me as there ismountain whose 
summit is lost in the clouds and a humble grain of sand trodden underfoot by passersby. Instead of being 
discouraged, I told myself: God would not make me wish for something impossible and so, in spite of my 
littleness, I can aim at being a saint. It is impossible for me to grow bigger, so I put up with myself as I am, 
with all my countless faults. But I will look for some means of going to heaven by a little way which is very 
short and very straight, a little way that is quite new…like a tired and harassed traveler, who reaches the end 
of his journey and falls over…I’ll be falling into the arms of God!” 

In Paradisum from “Requiem,” Faure

In Paradisum deducant Angeli
in tuo adventu suscipiant te Martyres
et perducant te in civitatem sanctam
Jerusalem.

Chorus Angelorum te suscipiant
et cum Lazaro quondam paupere
aeternam habeas requiem.

May the angels lead you into paradise;
may the martyrs greet you at your arrival
and lead you into the holy City of
Jerusalem.

May the choir of Angels greet you
and like Lazarus, who once was a poor man,
may you have eternal rest.



“Woman, behold your Son!...Behold your mother.”
-John 19:26 

From the words of Our Lady of Guadalupe to St. Juan Diego:

“I am your merciful Mother, the Mother of all who love me, of those who cry to me, of those who have 
confidence in me. Here I will hear their weeping and their sorrows…their necessities and misfortunes. Listen 
and let it penetrate your heart.

Do not be troubled or weighed down with grief. Do not fear any illness or vexation, anxiety or pain. Am I not 
here who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow and my protection? Am I not your fountain of life? 
Are you not in the fold of my mantle? In the crossing of my arms? Is there anything else you need?” 

Ave Maria, Schubert

Ave, María, grátia plena,
Dóminus tecum,
benedícta tu in muliéribus,
et benedictus fructus
ventris tui, Jesus.

Sancta María, Mater Dei,
ora pro nobis peccatóribus,
nunc et in hora mortis
nostrae. Amen.

Hail, Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit
of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now and in the hour of our death.
Amen.



“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
-Matthew 27:46

Excerpts from the writings of Pope Benedict XVI:

“Dear friends may no adversity paralyze you. Be afraid neither of the world, nor of the future, nor of your 
weakness. The Lord has allowed you to live in this moment of history so that, by your faith, his name will 
continue to resound throughout the world…

If you follow the will of God, you know that in spite of all the terrible things that happen to you, you will never 
lose a final refuge. You know that the foundation of the world is love, so that even when no human being can 
or will help you, you may go on, trusting in the One that loves you…Every human being is loved by God the 
Father. No one need feel forgotten, for every name is written in the Lord’s loving heart.” 

And Jesus Said, Text by Shirley Erena Murray, Music by Tony Alonso

And Jesus said: don't be afraid--
I've come to turn your fear to hope,
I've come to take you through the deep,

to be your friend
until the end,

and give your troubled heart to sleep.

And Jesus said: don't be afraid--
I know your emptiness and grief,
I hear your words of unbelief,

but if you will,
I'll heal your soul

and give your doubting heart relief.

And Jesus said: don't be afraid--
I am the Way, I am the Light,
I am the Truth that holds you tight,

and in God's home
you have a room,

a place of welcome and delight.



“I thirst.”
-John 19:28

An excerpt from a meditation by Mother Teresa of Calcutta:

“It is true. I stand at the door of your heart, day and night. Even when you are not listening, even when you 
doubt it could be Me, I am there. I await even the smallest sign of your response, even the least whispered 
invitation that will allow Me to enter.

And I want you to know that whenever you invite Me, I do come – always, without fail. Silent and unseen I 
come, but with infinite power and love, and bringing the many gifts of My Spirit…I know you through and 
through – I know everything about you. The very hairs of your head I have numbered. Nothing in your life is 
unimportant to Me. I have followed you through the years, and I have always loved you – even in your 
wanderings. I know every one of your problems. I know your needs and your worries. And yes, I know all your 
sins. But I tell you again that I love you – not for what you have or haven’t done – I love you for you, for the 
beauty and dignity My Father gave you by creating you in His own image. It is a dignity you have often 
forgotten, a beauty you have tarnished by sin. But I love you as you are, and I have shed My Blood to win you 
back…

I know what is in your heart – I know your loneliness and all your hurts – the rejections, the judgments, the 
humiliations…I know especially your need for love – how you are thirsting to be loved and cherished. But 
how often have you thirsted in vain, by seeking that love selfishly, striving to fill the emptiness inside you with 
passing pleasure – with the even greater emptiness of sin. Do you thirst for love? ‘Come to Me all you who 
thirst…’ I will satisfy you and fill you. Do you thirst to be cherished? I cherish you more than you can 
imagine…

I thirst for you. Yes, that is the only way to even begin to describe My love for you: I THRIST FOR YOU. I 
thirst to love you and to be loved by you – that is how precious you are to Me. I THIRST FOR YOU. Come to 
Me, and I will fill your heart and heal your wounds. I will make you a new creation, and give you peace, even 
in all your trials. I THIRST FOR YOU. You must never doubt My mercy, My acceptance of you, My desire to 
forgive, My longing to bless you and live My life in you. I THIRST FOR YOU. If you feel unimportant in the 
eyes of the world, that matters not at all. For Me, there is no one any more important in the entire world than 
you. I THIRST FOR YOU. Open to Me, come to Me, thirst for Me, give Me your life – and I will prove to you 
how important you are to My Heart.” 

Theme from Schindler’s List, Williams



“It is finished.”
-John 19:30

An excerpt from the writings of Fr. Teilhard de Chardin:

“Since once again, Lord…I have neither bread, nor wine, nor altar, I will raise myself beyond these symbols, 
up to the pure majesty of the real itself; I, your priest, will make the whole earth my altar and on it will offer 
you all the labors and sufferings of the world.

[Over there, on the horizon, the sun has just touched with light the outermost fringe of the eastern sky. Once 
again, beneath this moving sheet of fire, the living surface of the earth wakes and trembles, and once again 
begins its fearful travail. I will place on my paten, O God, the harvest to be won by this renewal of labour. Into 
my chalice I shall pour all the sap which is to be pressed out this day from the earth’s fruits.

My paten and my chalice are the depths of a soul laid widely open to all the forces which in a moment will rise 
up from every corner of the earth and converge upon the Spirit. Grant me the remembrance and the mystic 
presence of all those whom the light is now awakening to the new day.]

One by one, Lord, I see and I love all those whom you have given me to sustain and charm my life. One by one 
also I number all those who make up that other beloved family which has gradually surrounded me, its unity 
fashioned out of the most disparate elements, with affinities of the heart, of scientific research and of thought. 
And again one by one — more vaguely it is true, yet all-inclusively — I call before me the whole vast 
anonymous army of living humanity; those who surround me and support me though I do not know them; 
those who come, and those who go; above all, those who in office, laboratory and factory, through their vision 
of truth or despite their error, truly believe in the progress of earthly reality and who today will take up again 
their impassioned pursuit of the light.

This bread, our toil, is of itself, I know, but an immense fragmentation; this wine, our pain, is no more, I know, 
than a draught that dissolves. Yet in the very depths of this formless mass you have implanted — and this I 
am sure of, for I sense it — a desire, irresistible, hallowing, which makes us cry out, believer and unbeliever 
alike:

‘Lord, make us one.’

…and there – empowered by that priesthood which you alone…have bestowed on me – upon all that in the 
world of human flesh is now about to be born or to die beneath the rising sun I will call down the Fire.” 

Pieta: The Silence and the Sorrow, Lawton

Who will come and share my sorrow
Hold my heart ‘til wake tomorrow?
Is there time that I could borrow?

Oh, Oh, the silence and the sorrow. 



“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”
-Luke 23:46 

An excerpt from the writings of Fr. Walter Ciszek, S.J., during his imprisonment in Siberia:

“Suddenly, I was consoled by the thoughts of our Lord and his agony in the garden. ‘Father,’ he had said, ‘if it 
be possible, let this chalice pass from me.’ In the Garden of Olives, he, too, knew the feeling of fear and 
weakness in his human nature as he faced suffering and death. Not once but three times did he ask to have his 
ordeal removed or somehow modified. Yet each time he concluded with an act of total abandonment and 
submission to the Father’s will…it was total self-surrender, a stripping away of all human fears, of all doubts 
about his own abilities to withstand the passion, of every last shred of self, including self-doubt.
…no matter how harsh the conditions in the camps might be, how cruel and useless the work might seem, it 
took on a new meaning and added value. It was something of which a man could be proud each day, because 
it was his to offer back to God. Each day of labor and hardship, like the grains of wheat ground up to make 
the host at Mass, could be consecrated to God and be transformed into something of great value in God’s 
sight; it was a sacrifice each man could offer back to God throughout the long, hard days…no matter how 
dull or routine or insignificant they might seem to the eyes of men – have a value and meaning in God’s 
providence.” 

In Manus Tuas Pater / Into Your Hands, O Father, Bertier (Taize)



Twelfth Station:
Jesus Dies on the Cross

Celebrant:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you!

People:  Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!



Gospel Reading from Matthew 27:45-54

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon.
And about three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Some of the bystanders who heard it said,
“This one is calling for Elijah.”
Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge;
he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed,
gave it to him to drink.
But the rest said,
“Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save him.”
But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice,
and gave up his spirit.
And behold, the veil of the sanctuary
was torn in two from top to bottom.
The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened,
and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised.
And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection,
they entered the holy city and appeared to many.
The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly when 
they saw the earthquake
and all that was happening, and they said,
“Truly, this was the Son of God!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Celebrant: Let us pray…
People: Amen.

Ah, Holy Jesus, Cruger, arr. Shackley



Stations from Everyone’s Way of the Cross by Clarence J. Enzler, © 1970, 1986, 2014 by Ave Maria Press, Inc. Used with the permission 
of the publisher, Ave Maria Press®, Inc., Notre Dame, Indiana 46556. www.avemariapress.com.

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-725640. All rights reserved.

Every effort has been made to contact all copyright holders for music used this afternoon. Permission to podcast / stream the music in 
this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-725640. All rights reserved. God Is Forgiveness, Berthier Tune: © 2007, 
Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: © 2007, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent; And Jesus Said, 
Tony Alonso Tune: © 2005, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Shirley Erena Murray; Pieta the Silence and the Sorrow, Lawton, © 2000 
GIA Publications; In Manus Tuas Pater, Berthier, Tune: © 2007, Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: © 
2007, Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent; Ah Holy Jesus, arr. Shackley, Tune: © 2017 Lorenz Corporation 
(admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Text: © 2017 Lorenz Corporation (admin. by Music Services) All Rights 
Reserved. ASCAP

The photo graphics of the Way of the Cross hang in the Church of the Holy Trinity in the Bavarian village of Germunden am Main, in 
the Diocese of Wurzburg. Used with the permission from CanStockPhoto.

Soloists, Alaina Bartkowiak and Douglas Peters
Violinist, Joanna Majka
Pianist, Laura Kutscher-Dankler

Please Join Us for these Livestreamed Events

Good Friday, April 2, 2021
7:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Passion and Death of the Lord

Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

11:00 a.m. Blessing of Easter Baskets

Easter Services
Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021
8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021
10:00 a.m. Mass
12:00 p.m. Mass

Access all livestreamed events from our Parish YouTube Channel at
https://www.youtube.com/c/StTheresaParishPalatine

To support the mission of St. Theresa, please visit GiveCentral at
https://www.givecentral.org/location/314 for online giving.

Thank you.

St. Theresa Parish
455 N. Benton Street  • Palatine, IL 60067  • 847-358-7760

www.sttheresachurch.org

http://www.avemariapress.com/
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